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THE PROPOSAL  

Overview 

33. The KVT is a cycling and walking trail extending approximately 42km between Donnellys Crossing and Dargaville, 
comprising a mix of dedicated off-road path and low volume local roads. A large portion of the trail follows the 
former Kaihu Valley Railway line corridor, which is public land owned/administered partly by the Department of 
Conservation and partly by KDC. Plans of the proposed route are included at Appendix A. 

34. The proposed route for the trail is described from north to south as follows: 

• Donnellys Crossing to Opouteke Road – from the start point, the trail follows the former railway line 
south along the western side of the Waima River. It crosses Hopper Road and joins Aranga Station Road 
in the vicinity of the former Aranga Station. The trail then continues on-road along Aranga Station Road 
for approximately 4km, before crossing both the Waima and Kaihu Rivers at the intersection of 
Trounson Park Road and Opouteke Road, adjacent to the Kauri Coast TOP 10 Holiday Park.  

• Opouteke Road to Kaihu Wood Road – on the eastern side of the Kaihu River, the trail again follows the 
former railway line into the settlement of Kaihu. 

• Kaihu Wood Road to SH12/Mamaranui Road – after crossing Kaihu Wood Road, the trail merges onto 
Kaihu Wood Road just before Waikaraka Marae. After reaching the southern end of Kaihu Wood Road, 
the trail follows the alignment of the paper road extension, crosses back to the western side of the 
Kaihu River and follows Ahikiwi Road and Mamaranui Road on a mix of road reserve and former rail 
corridor.  

• SH12/Mamaranui Road to Parore West Road – near the intersection of Mamaranui Road and Waihue 
Road with SH12, the trail crosses the State Highway and re-joins the former rail corridor on the western 
side of SH12. North of Maitahi, the trail veers into the SH12 road reserve for a short distance before 
crossing a tributary of the Kaihu River and passing through five private properties on the western side 
of SH12. The trail re-joins the former railway corridor just north of the forestry block and continuing for 
approximately 1.2km before crossing over SH12 and onto the former railway embankment to the east 
of the road for approximately 775m. From this point, the trail deviates from the rail corridor and follows 
the path of the Kaihu River along its true right bank through the Puketaratara Farms landholding for 
approximately 4km. The alignment then returns to follow the rail corridor south between SH12 and the 
Kaihu River, crossing Manning Road.  

• Parore West Road to trail end – the trail crosses Parore West Road and then the Kaihu River 
downstream of the water pipe bridge. From this point, the trail follows the rail corridor alongside 
Station Road before veering onto Station Road where the existing Tangowahine railway joins the 
corridor and culminates at the point where Hokianga Road meets SH12. 

35. The trail will be an easy and family-friendly single-day Grade 1-2 cycle ride. It will provide an accessible and 
standalone ride that will link well with the Waoku Old Coach Road, Kauri Coast Cycleway and Kaipara Missing Link 
trails to provide a longer route for more serious cyclists. 

36. The trail links several marae along the route, including Te Houhanga, Ahikiwi, Tama Te Uaua, Taita and Waikaraka, 
and provides opportunities to incorporate the strong cultural and historical character of the area. 

Vegetation 

37. Whilst much of the trail extends along rural roads or through grassed pasture, parts of the route are fringed by 
adjacent vegetation, both native and exotic. The sections of the route that follow the former railway are generally 
located on highly modified land that has been leased or appropriated by adjacent landowners for grazing of stock 
and/or use as farm raceways. 
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38. There are no identified areas of significant vegetation present along the route. It is acknowledged that parts of the 
proposed route pass through Department of Conservation reserve land. However, the reserve land in these 
locations is currently either grazed by adjacent farmers through a lease agreement or has been modified through 
previous use and has little current recreational, amenity, ecological or habitat value for significant species.  

39. Any vegetation removal or alteration associated with the earthworks will be limited to removal of weeds and 
exotic species within the trail surface and minor trimming of overhanging branches that present a safety risk during 
construction and/or operation of the trail. These works can be undertaken within the permitted activity 
thresholds. 

Archaeology and heritage 

40. From a review of the New Zealand Archaeological Association (NZAA) ARCHSITE there are no recorded 
archaeological sites in proximity to the KVT route. The Heritage New Zealand List/Rārangi Kōrero does not identify 
any heritage places along the length of the KVT, with the exception of a collection of heritage buildings around the 
Dargaville terminus where the trail utilises the existing road.  

41. The Kaipara District Plan identifies one heritage site (H85 – Old Aranga Station) where the railway corridor 
intersects with Aranga Station Road. This site is the location of the former Aranga Station, located approximately 
32km north of Dargaville and 4km south of Donnellys Crossing on the Kaihu Valley Railway. The proposed works 
will not affect H85. Thirteen other stations were present on the line between Dargaville and Donnellys Crossing, 
but little evidence of any station or railway infrastructure remains. 

42. Being of pre-1900 construction, any existing or remnant features of the former railway are likely to be covered 
under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA). As such, an archaeological assessment has 
been commissioned to support an application for a general archaeological authority under s44 of the NZHPTA. 
This application is being lodged concurrently with the application for land use consent, but under a separate piece 
of legislation. Both applications can therefore be processed independently of each other and implemented 
together for the duration of the construction phase of the project. 

43. Given the scale of the proposed earthworks and the state of the former railway corridor, any adverse effects on 
archaeological or heritage values are anticipated to be less than minor. The KVT also presents opportunities to 
highlight the culture and history of the Kaihu Valley Railway, historical native timber milling and kauri gum 
prospecting activities, and the growth and development of the Kaipara area through the 19th and early-20th 
Centuries. 

Cultural values 

44. The KVT route does not directly impact any mapped or identified sites or areas of cultural significance to Māori. 
However, it does pass directly adjacent to several marae and urupā, and through a landscape that has a rich Māori 
history. The project team is being guided in these matters by our project partners, Te Roroa Iwi, who continues to 
provide valuable input on environmental aspects of the proposal, as well as design, engagement, and construction. 
Te Roroa’s direct involvement in the project brings a focus on partnership and tikanga and allows the KVT to 
provide opportunities for Māori in the local community. 

45. To determine the cultural values and significance of the wider project area and evaluate the KVT’s potential impact 
on these values, Te Roroa is preparing a Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA). The CIA will be provided to Council on 
receipt. 

46. Te Roroa holds mana whenua over the subject area. A mandate for Te Roroa’s meaningful and ongoing 
involvement is provided for in both the project contract and the proposed conditions of consent, which require 
ongoing liaison and consultation with hapū and marae, cultural and environmental monitoring, and accidental 
discovery response procedures. This application and the proposed conditions have been reviewed by Te Roroa 
prior to lodgement and the iwi supports the application. 
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Bridge crossings and structures 

47. The proposed KVT route includes five (5) bridge crossings (from north to south): 

• Waingarara Stream – referred to as Baker Road Bridge; 

• Kaihu River – referred to as the Ahikiwi Bridge; 

• Waitakahuruhuru Stream – referred to as the Maitahi Bridge; 

• A stream/tributary just north of Babylon Coast road – referred to as the Babylon Bridge; and 

• Kaihu River – referred to as the Kaihu River Bridge. 

48. The design for these structures has yet to be confirmed, but it is anticipated that the bridges will be single span 
suspension structures, with foundations located outside the bed and banks of the watercourses they cross. 

49. Bridges will be designed in compliance with the permitted activity criteria and standards of the PRPN (C.2.1.8(4)). 
The design of the bridges will meet the requirements of the New Zealand Cycle Trail Design Guide and will also 
allow sufficient passage beneath to ensure safe and adequate passage for flood flows. 

50. Culverts and/or minor structures will be installed (or extended where existing structures occur) to cross open 
drains at several locations along the proposed route. All culverts will comply with the permitted activity criteria 
and standards for culverts in the PRPN (Rule C.2.1.8(3)) and the National Environmental Standard for Freshwater 
2020, and include provision for fish passage, where required. 

Earthworks 

51. The approximate length of the KVT is 42km, approximately 22km of which will comprise a 3m wide off-road formed 
path within a fenced corridor averaging approximately 4m. The off-road sections will require the topsoil to be 
scraped back to a maximum depth of approximately 0.3m before aggregate is applied—up to a maximum fill depth 
of 0.5mm—and compacted. 

52. Earthworks will occur over a maximum area of approximately 66,000m2. The maximum approximate volume of 
cut (removal of topsoil) will be 19,800m3 and the maximum approximate volume of fill will be 33,000m3. Whilst 
the maximum area and volumes have been calculated by applying the maximum cut and fill depths across the 
entire maximum area of the earthworks, it is expected that the actual volumes will be much lower due to the 
existing ground conditions along the former railway embankment, which is largely flat and reasonably well 
compacted from its previous use as a rail corridor. 

53. No earthworks are required where the KVT passes along low volume local roads. 

54. For the purposes of construction, the trail earthworks have been separated into discrete sections for staging, as 
follows: 

• Stage 1: 

− Dargaville to Parore West Road (Section 1B) 

− Mamaranui Road to Ahikiwi Road (Section 1A) 

• Stage 2:  

− Kaihu Wood Road to Opouteke Road (Section 2A) 

− Ahikiwi Road to Kaihu (Section 2B) 

• Stage 3: Aranga Station Road to Donnellys Crossing (Section 3) 

• Stage 4: Parore West Road to Mamaranui (Section 4) 

The corresponding sections are shown on the proposed route plans included at Appendix A. 
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The order of staging is indicative only and subject to change as a result of design and construction considerations 
and engagement with landowners. The division of stages and the components within each stage will remain as 
stipulated in this application and the conditions of consent proposed by the applicant. Any changes to the order 
of staging will be addressed through the provision of a final Earthworks and Fill Management Plan and Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans for each stage, as required in accordance with the proposed conditions of consent. 

55. As previously noted, this application seeks earthworks consent for all sections of the trail, with the exception of 
where the proposed route extends through properties listed below and shown in Figure 1: 

• Lot 1 DP 528305 (Murare) 

• Lot 2 DP 528305 (Windust) 

• Lot 1 DP 134571 (Sole) 

• Part Lot 5 DP 23704 (Hancocks) 

• Lot 1 DP 99864 (Arnesen) 

56. Engagement with landowners over the proposed route in this section remains ongoing and a variation to consent 
or additional consent for earthworks will be sought as necessary once negotiations have been finalised.  For 
completeness, the description of the earthworks required for construction considers the trail as a whole.   

57. Discrete excavations will likely be required to construct the bridges along the proposed KVT route. The design for 
these structures has yet to be confirmed, but it is expected that the extent of earthworks required for their 
construction will be limited to that required for piling and is not anticipated to exceed approximately 50m3 of 
earthworks for all structures combined. 

58. The construction of the bridges will be undertaken in two stages, as follows: 

• Stage 1: Kaihu River Bridge, Ahikiwi Bridge and Baker Road Bridge 

• Stage 2: Babylon Bridge, Maitahi Bridge and Aranga Station Road Bridge 

The locations of the bridges are shown on the proposed route plans included at Appendix A. 

59. It is noted that the Kaipara District Plan exempts earthworks undertaken as part of “normal rural practices” within 
the Rural Zone. This exemption provides for activities such as establishment and maintenance of fences and 
fencelines, and maintenance of rural tracks, stop-banks and drains. As noted above, the off-road sections of the 
KVT will be formed within a fenced corridor averaging approximately 4m in width, largely within the Rural Zone. 
As such, the erection of fences along the corridor can be undertaken as a permitted activity in accordance with 
this exemption. 

60. An Earthworks and Fill Management Plan (EFMP) has been prepared for the proposed earthworks and is attached 
at Appendix D. 

Erosion and sediment control 

61. The entire Project site is long and narrow and generally has small contributing catchments. Staging of the Project 
means that works will progress from commencement to completion in discrete areas before soil in other 
sections/stages is disturbed.  

62. Erosion and sediment control measures will be installed on site during the execution of the construction phase in 
accordance with Guideline Document 2016/005: “Erosion and Sediment Control Guide for Land Disturbing 
Activities in the Auckland Region” (GD05). 

63. The objectives of sediment and erosion control approach to be adopted for the site are to: 
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• Minimise the extent of open and unstabilised areas to reduce the rate of erosion and sediment generation; 

• Provide practical sediment and erosion control measures to reduce the amount of sediment leaving the 
site; and 

• Protect and maintain the passage of flows within flood hazard areas. 

64. Generally, the management of sediment laden stormwater discharges from the area of earthworks will involve 
the following: 

• Progressive stabilisation – The earthworks areas will be progressively stabilised with compacted aggregate 
for the trail surfaces, and topsoil and grass seed on adjacent areas. Erosion and sediment controls will only 
be removed once the aggregate is compacted and/or grass seed has struck. 

• Silt fences – Silt fences will be constructed along the downstream perimeter of open works areas to ensure 
that any sediment within the area of works is caught prior to leaving the site and does not get washed into 
nearby waterways or accumulate on adjacent land. 

• Timing of works – Ideally, works will occur during periods of dry weather. However, given the programme 
for the construction of the KVT, it is likely that the majority of earthworks will need to be undertaken outside 
of the usual earthworks season. Much of the trail is located within the identified flood hazard area; 
however, in these areas, the trail is located atop the former rail embankment, which sits above the 
modelled flood levels for both the 10-year and 100-year ARI event, so the earthworks will be largely outside 
the modelled extent of flooding. 

65. The sequence of sediment and erosion control works at the site is proposed as follows: 

• Install silt fences; 

• Initiate earthworks, while maintaining the control measures throughout the construction phase; 

• Remove topsoil over areas of work; 

• Placement and compaction of aggregate on trail surface;  

• Progressive stabilisation of the site; and 

• Decommissioning of sediment control measures.   
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Draft Farm Races Sections 1 A & 1B 
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Appendix 7 

 

From the Wairoa to Maunganui Bluff 

New Zealand Herald 

27 September 1887, page 6 
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Appendix 8 

 

New Zealand Archaeological Association 

Site Record Form 
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Draft Field Records Showing Locations  

of Features & Sites 
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